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Full review expected of 
N.f cKinky controversy 
BY PETER SIMON 
NEWS STAFF REPORTE R 
The Buffalo Board of Education Fri-
day unanimously approved a ''full and 
comprehensive" investigation of the 
McKinley High School controversy 
that will cover Jayvonna Kincannon's 
suspension, the dismissal of volunteer 
assistant girls basketball coach Mich-
elle Stiles and "all collateral incidents." 
, "In order for this investigation.to be 
both thorough and effective, it is irrl-
portant that all aspects of the events 
leading up to, surrounding and follow-
ing the initial suspension of the stu-
dent are open for review and scrutiny," 
said the five-page description that will 
guide the probe. 
The unanimous vote authorized at-
torney David L Edmunds Jr. and the 
Phillips Lytle law firm, where he is spe-
cial counsel, to conduct the probe at an 
hourly rate of ·$210. The total cost is 
not to exceed $25,.000, plus expenses. 
Edmunds is to begin the probe im-
mediately, with a goal of completing it 
within 45 days. If the task takes longer 
· than that to complete, he is to report to 
Board President Mazy Ruth Kapsiak at 
45-day intervals. 
In addition to his fact-finding role, 
Edmunds expressed the hope that the 
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Agreement gives Edmunds 'unimpeded reach' 
Harry Scull Jr./Buffalo News 
Attorney David L. Edmunds Jr. talks on Friday with Board of 
Education members, from'left, Pamela D. Perry-Cahill, 
Catherine Collins and board President Mary Ruth Kapsiak. 
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investigation will ensure ''that a 
similar occurrence will never 
again happen in this communi-
ty." 
Jayvonna's seven-week sus-
pension - later reduced to five 
weeks - will be the "primary 
focus" of the probe. But the 
scope of the investigation states 
that it also will address: 
• The dismissal of Stiles. 
• Whether district employ-
ees interfered with Jayvonna's 
efforts to protest that dismissal 
to the board. 
• Which employees were in-
volved in the suspension, and 
which district officials "ratified 
the actions of subordinate 
school district employees." 
In addition, the agreement 
that will guide the probe gives 
Edmunds the latitude to inves-
tigate "related" incidents that 
"may have occurred as a direct 
or indirect consequence" of the 
suspension." 
While the outline of the in-
vestigation does not directly ad-
dress the removal of Stiles from 
a McKinley girls' basketball 
game last week, nothing in it 
would make that incident off-
limits to Edmunds. 
The probe will determine 
whether Jayvonna's suspension 
violated the board's code of con-
duct, the district's policies and 
procedures, state law or state 
and federal constitutional pro-
tections. 
Edmunds also will investi-
gate whether the suspension 
was "appropriate in rela-
tion/ comparison to violations 
of the same nature" during a 
time period he will determine. 
The agreement states that 
Edmunds prepare a report de-
tailing his findings and another 
that includes recommenda-
tions. 
Edmunds prepared the five-
page document that will be the 
basis of his investigation, and it 
was modified only slightly dur-
ing a one-hour discussion be-
fore Friday's board vote. 
It expresses the hope that 
the probe will do more than get 
to the bottom o( the McKinley 
controversy. 
'This investigation can also 
serve to bring a divided com-
munity together and start a 
process of reconciliation," the 
agreement states. "Lastly, it can 
serve to ensure that a similar 
occurrence will never again 
happen in this community." 
The agreement gives Ed-
munds "unimpeded reach to al-
low him to review all docu-
ments and records and to iden-
tify and communicate with all 
individuals involved in the 
event and the critical omissions 
and or commissions." 
The $25,000 cap would be 
reached after 119 hours of legal 
work Phillips Lytle cannot bill 
the district for hours beyond 
that limit 
After the unanimous vote, 
Edmunds promised a report 
that board members will be 
"proud of' and ''will be able to 
use effectively." 
e-mail: psimon@l,ujfnews.ccnn 
